


Ontario Made Awards

An initiative of Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters (CME), the fourth annual  
Ontario Made Awards recognize outstanding Ontario manufacturers and retailers
who contribute to increasing the sale and awareness of locally produced goods. 

A total of three awards will recognize Ontario Made Manufacturing Champions and
Ontario Made Retail Champions – the ambassadors, advocates, and supporters of
the Ontario Made brand, messaging, and logo.

Celebrating Manufacturing and Retail Success

Manufacturers - Your passion for making goods in Ontario

Retailers - Your passion for supporting local businesses and selling their products

Submit a Nomination - It's Time to Recognize:

Entry deadline: Tuesday, August 6, 2024, at 11:59pm EDT

Public voting: August 2024 - October 2024 (exact dates to be announced)

Finalist announcement: October 2024

Key Dates 

https://cme-mec.ca/home-departments/


Award Categories - Manufacturers

Ontario Made Manufacturer
Spotlight Award

Awarded to an Ontario Made
manufacturer that has taken initiative
to spotlight the Ontario Made brand
and highlights the importance of
making things in Ontario

Communicates the Ontario Made
brand through clear and
engaging “support local”
branding, messaging, and
initiatives

Uses the company’s profile,
platforms, and/or other resources
to promote the collective voices
of the Ontario Made community
through original materials,
initiatives, or approaches (such as
events, marketing, social media,
etc.)

Raises public awareness of other
Ontario Made manufacturers,
retailers, and/or partners through
any means to further amplify the
collective voice of the Ontario
Made brand

Ontario Made Consumer
Awareness Award

Awarded to an Ontario Made
manufacturer that has integrated the
Ontario Made logo into their business
to further increase the sale and
awareness of locally made products
among consumers

Uses the Ontario Made logo on
consumer packaging and other
major company assets, including
website, product displays,
marketing materials, social media
channels, company vehicle, etc. 

Sells products with the Ontario
Made logo on the consumer
packaging to a considerable
number and/or variety of retail
outlets (including online, brick-
and-mortar, or other type of
retailer)

Leverages their networks to refer
consumers, other manufacturers,
retailers, or other partners to
Ontario Made so they can
engage, register, and partner
with the program and use the
logo

Please note: To be eligible for the Consumer Awareness Award, nominees must
display the logo directly on their product labels and/or consumer packaging to
be eligible for this award. Photos of this logo usage must be submitted as
attachments on the online application form.



Award Category - Retailers

Ontario Made Retailer Spotlight Award

Awarded to an Ontario Made retailer that spotlights Ontario Made and highlights the
importance of making things in Ontario 

Highlights the Ontario Made brand and other “support local” branding, messaging,
and initiatives

Uses the company’s profile, platforms, and/or other resources to promote the
collective voices of the Ontario Made community through original materials,
initiatives, or approaches (such as events, marketing, social media, etc.)

Raises public awareness of Ontario Made manufacturers, other retailers, and/or
partners through any means to further amplify the collective voice of the Ontario
Made brand



Registered Ontario
Made manufacturers

and retailers are eligible
for the Ontario Made

Awards.

Rules and Eligibility
Requirements

An online entry form must be completed and
submitted using a valid nominator user account
here before the nomination closing date on
August 6, 2024, at 11:59pm EDT.

Entry forms submitted by e-mail, mail, fax, or by
any other means will not be accepted.

There is no limit to the number of award
categories a nominee can enter. However, there
is a maximum of six nominations that can be
submitted per company in total for all award
categories. 

Rules 

Any registered Ontario Made manufacturer is eligible for the awards in the Manufacturing
Champions Category: Ontario Made Manufacturer Spotlight Award and the Ontario
Made Consumer Awareness Award. 

Do you use the Ontario Made logo on your products? You should apply for the Ontario Made
Consumer Awareness Award. If you don’t use the Ontario Made logo on your products, you
should apply for the Ontario Made Manufacturer Spotlight Award – dedicated to recognizing
manufacturers who highlight the importance of making things in Ontario.

Manufacturers that have not yet registered for the Ontario Made program can register here
to qualify for the awards.

Please note: If you are a manufacturer with a brick-and-mortar retail store, you also
qualify to register as an Ontario Made retailer. Manufacturers that are also registered as
Ontario Made retailers are eligible for the Retail Award as well.

Eligibility Requirements - Manufacturers 

https://ontariomade.awardsplatform.com/
https://ontariomade.awardsplatform.com/
https://www.supportontariomade.ca/manufacturers
https://supportontariomade.ca/manufacturers


Rules and Eligibility
Requirements

Any registered Ontario Made retailer is eligible for the Ontario Made Retailer Spotlight
Award. Please note: distributors are not eligible for these awards.

Retailers that have not yet registered for Ontario Made can register here to qualify for the
awards.

In addition, retailers that are also registered as Ontario Made manufacturers are eligible for
the Manufacturer Awards as well. 

Eligibility Requirements - Retailers

If you haven't registered for the
Ontario Made program yet, to
qualify for the awards:

Click here if you're a manufacturer
Click here if you're a retailer

https://www.supportontariomade.ca/retailers
https://supportontariomade.ca/retailers
https://supportontariomade.ca/manufacturers
https://supportontariomade.ca/retailers
https://www.supportontariomade.ca/retailers


Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

Compete with other manufacturers and retailers of all sizes and see how you compare

Showcase your business as one of the best in Ontario

Recognize your team and yourself – celebrate your collaborative efforts and success 

Give your business more exposure – market the prestige of being awarded by an

esteemed panel of industry experts and the public

Receive an official Ontario Made award trophy to commemorate your achievements 

Why enter the Ontario Made Awards?

Nominations opened on June 3, 2024, at 12:00am and will close on August 6, 2024, at

11:59pm EDT.

When do nominations open and close?

Click here to view the rules and eligibility requirements.

How do I know if my company is eligible to submit a nomination?

Yes, nominees must be formally registered with the Ontario Made program to be eligible.
To register with Ontario Made, a manufacturer must register here, and a retailer must
register here. There is no cost associated to register for the Ontario Made program.

The manufacturer or retailer will then be eligible for the Ontario Made Awards upon

receipt of a confirmation e-mail verifying its approved status with the Ontario Made

program.

Do nominees have to be registered with the Ontario Made program?

To submit a nomination, please create a nominator user account on our Awards

Platform. Once you crate an account, you will be redirected to the nomination page that

will allow you to complete and submit your entry form.

How do I submit a nomination?

https://www.supportontariomade.ca/manufacturers
https://www.supportontariomade.ca/retailers
https://www.supportontariomade.ca/retailers
https://ontariomade.awardsplatform.com/
https://ontariomade.awardsplatform.com/


Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

Anyone – including peers, associates, and colleagues outside the nominated company –

can submit a nomination. Self-nominations from any company employees will also be

accepted. Manufacturers and retailers are encouraged to designate a single point of

contact for nominations. 

Who can submit a nomination? 

You may be eligible for the Ontario Made Manufacturer Spotlight Award or Ontario Made

Consumer Awareness Award. Do you use the Ontario Made logo on your products? You

should apply for the Ontario Made Consumer Awareness Award. If you don’t use the

Ontario Made logo on your products, you should apply for the Ontario Made

Manufacturer Spotlight Award – dedicated to recognizing manufacturers who highlight

the importance of making things in Ontario.

As a registered Ontario Made manufacturer, what award category should I apply to? 

There is no limit to the number of award categories a nominee can enter. If you feel that

your business is suited to more than one category, we actively encourage you to enter

more than one. However, be sure to tailor each application to the relevant category, rather

than using the same generic application across all.

Is there a limit to how many award categories a nominee can enter? 

A maximum of six nominations can be submitted per company in total for all award

categories.

Is there a limit to how many nominations can be submitted? 



Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

Yes, an Ontario Made company that is registered as both a manufacturer and a retailer is

eligible for all award categories.

My company is registered as both a manufacturer and a retailer – am I eligible
for all the award categories?

Yes, you will have the opportunity to save your application. To do this, you will need to

register for an account and ensure you remember your login details, as these will allow you

to access your account in the future. 

Can nomination applications be saved?

Definitely. If you have any testimonials that you feel would help with your application, you

can submit them along with your supporting documents.

Should I include customer testimonials in my nomination?

There is no cost associated with submitting a nomination. 

How much does it cost to submit a nomination?

We will make a public announcement of the selected finalists in October 2024.

When will you announce the selected finalists?

Once nominations close, a select number of applications will move on to the public voting

stage. Once public voting closes, a committee of judges will review the applications that

receive the highest number of votes per category and winners will be selected. 

What is the judging process?

https://ontariomade.awardsplatform.com/


Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

The Ontario Made Awards offers sponsorship opportunities to everyone who is interested

in supporting the Ontario Made program's mission to identify and promote locally made

products across the province. For more information on sponsorship opportunities, please

contact Marie Morden at marie.morden@cme-mec.ca.

What sponsorship opportunities are available for the Ontario Made Awards?

For more information, please contact our team at ontariomade@cme-mec.ca. 

I have a question that’s not listed on here. Who can I contact for more
information?

The top applications in each award category will move on to the public voting stage where

Ontarians can vote for their favourite company in each category. This is a great way for

your network to get involved and show their support for local products. It’s also another

way to reach new customers that may not have heard about your brand before.

What does public voting mean?

Absolutely! We hope to see your company submit an application again this year. There

have been a few Ontario Made award winners who didn’t win an award their first year

applying but tried again and were successful.

I nominated my company for the awards last year, can I apply again?

Be sure to use the attachment section on the awards platform. This allows you to upload

any material that  supports your application including videos, photos, letter of support, and

more.

How can I make my application stand out?

mailto:marie.morden@cme-mec.ca
mailto:ontariomade@cme-mec.ca


OntarioMade@cme-mec.ca 

We look forward to
receiving your nomination!

@Ontario_Made

@SupportOntarioMade

@Ontario_Made

@Ontario Made

https://twitter.com/ontario_made
https://www.facebook.com/SupportOntarioMade/
https://www.instagram.com/ontario_made/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ontario-made

